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ABSTRACT

This paper focus is a comparative analytical linguistic
examination of the verb “H F R” (hafra) in Hadhrami
inscriptions. The study seeks to discover and investigate the
different meanings linked with this verb, specifically its use
as “to dig,” as well as its appearance in other contexts such
as “Qalb”, “Qatu”, “Nabt”, and “Nagb”.

The study also compares the usage of this verb in Haghrami
inscriptions to its occurrence in Sabean, Mainean, and
Qatabanian inscriptions, highlighting any similarities or
differences in meaning.

After a thorough examination of the linguistic data, the
study indicates that the verb “H F R” in Hadhrami
inscriptions constantly means “to dig”. Furthermore, the
study shows that this verb is associated with concepts
relating to construction, agriculture, and civil activities. It
appears in inscriptions related to water management and
irrigation projects, such as canal construction and city
development. The verb “H F R” originates in Arabic and
refers to digging something, i.e. making a cavity.

The study adopted a comparative analytical methodology.
The research stated that the meaning of the verb “H F R”
(to dig) was significant in Hadhrami inscriptions. The word
“H F R” frequently cited in Hadhrami inscriptions with a
variety of meanings.
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hfr, Nabt, Nagb, Shaq, Hadhrami, Inscriptions.
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