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ABSTRACT

The official population statistics during the 19™ ¢. CE and the first
half of the 20" c. CE indicated that there was a significant percentage
of Christians, Jews and others in Fayoum city. This percentage
included Egyptian Copts, and some Christian denominations from
members of the communities and missionaries. The educational
policy of the British occupation aim was undermining the Egyptian
culture, so it was graduating employees only to work in the
governmental departments. British occupation achieved this policy
via different ways; among which, downsizing the role of the Egyptian
national education and encouraging the missionaries’ efforts in order
to gain their satisfaction. The latter spread its culture through its own
schools. Egyptians realized this policy of the occupation, since they
resorted to the waqfs and donations to as a mean to support civilian
education through foundation Islamic and Coptic schools and
primary institutes (Kuttab). The concerned ministries such as the
Public Education Authority, the Ministry of Waqfs, and the councils
of directorates have been participated, as a representative of the
Egyptian government, in the establishing of those educational
institutions. Moreover, they issued the laws that allowed the
existence of joint schools for Muslims and Copts. In which, the
religion was the only different subject. This paper deals with the
educational institutions of Christian denominations in the city of
Fayoum; whether those belong to the Egyptian Copts or the
Evangelical ones. The study analyses these institutions mainly via
archives and official statistics. These schools dated to the second half
of the 19" c. and the first half of the 20" c. C.E. There are three
existed schools in the city; two have initially established as schools,
while the third one was formerly a residential building, then
converted into a Coptic school in 1930s.

KEYWORDS:

Fagowm city; Christian sects; Copts; Foreign
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